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SANDERS CALLS ON EMPLOYEE LABOR UNIONS  
TO MEDIATE PENSION ISSUES 

 
 San Diego -- Mayor Jerry Sanders today called on 4 employee labor unions to mediate 

their conflicts over the legality of the pension benefits instead of fighting them out in court. The 

Mayor sent a letter to the employee unions on Friday making the recommendation (letter follows 

this release). 

 

Mayor Sanders is making the recommendation for two simple reasons:  1) It will cost the 

City less money – funds that would otherwise go to fund General Fund expenses such as parks, 

police and fire services are being spent on attorneys; and 2) it will take less time.  If these cases 

remain in the courts system, it could take as much as 5 to 6 years to determine the legality of the 

benefits granted in 1996 and 2002.  Mediation would take significantly less time.  

 

“Regardless of what side of this issue you may be on, our citizens deserve calm, reasoned 

discussion – not the theatrics that we have so often seen.  The circus like atmosphere that we 

have all created results in nothing other than the loss of public confidence,” commented Mayor 

Sanders. “I believe that mediation will calm things down. It will make the discussions more 

productive. And it will hopefully avoid the political and media posturing -- on both sides -- that 

often result when you appear in open court.” 

 



 

The Mayor today put forward the concept. Details will have to be worked out between the 

City and labor unions.   
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